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The  House  having  under  cor!?ideratkm  the  reso- 
lution to  expel  Mr.  Long,  of  Ohio — 

Mr.  WINFIELD  said : 

Mr.  Speaker  :    I  had  intended  when  I  was 
honored  by  the  constituency  whom  I  represent 
with  a  seat  upon  this  floor  to  r&main,  at  least 
for  the  present  session,  a  silent  spectator  of 
the  deliberations  of  this  body,  participating 
only  so  £ir  as  its  votes  were  concerned  in  its 
constitutional  action.     But  there  aro  occasions 
when  even  our  wisest  resolves  must  yield  to 
the  exigencies  and  necessities  of  the  hour,  and 
it  has  seemed  to  me  that  this  discussion  which 
has  been  sprung  upon  this  House,  that  the 
course  it  has  taken,  that  the  attitude  which  has 
"been  assumed  by  certain  members  of  the  party 
to  which  I  belong,  that  some  declarations 
which  I  regret  to  have  heard  made  upon  this 
floor,  have  rendered  it  necessary  for  even  so 
humble  an  individual  as  myself  to  recede  from 
that  resolution  which  I  had  formed,  and  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  brief 
period  while  I  defined  my  position  with  regard 
to  some  of  th*  absorbing  questions  of  the  day. 
Sir,  I  was  elected  here  after  a  nomination 
by  a  political  convention,  a  convention  of  that 
party  to  which  I  have  belonged  all  my  life, 
whose  history  is  intimately  interwoven  with 
the  history  of  this  Government,  and  which,  if 
I  have  understood  its  position,   has  always 
been  the  true  friend  to  the  Government  and 
of  the  Union.     Having  received  the  support 
of  that  party,  and  having  encountered  the 
untiring  hostility  and  opposition  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  party  represented  by  gentle- 
man upon  the  other  tide  of  the  House,  while 
I  feel  that  my  first  great  duty  is  to  the  coun- 
try whose  Representative  in  part  I  am,  I  can- 
not forget  that  I  owe  some  debt  of  allegiance 
to  the  party  which  sent  me  here. 

But,  sir,  it  is  due  to  patriotism  that  that 
allegiance  shall  yield  to  the  higher  and  holier 
claims  ot  country  whenever  it  shall  appear 
that  the  attitude  of  that  party,  its  professions, 
its  tendencies  are  running  counter  to  the 
greater  interests  of  our  common  heritage.  If 
I  supposed  for  a  moment  that  it  had  become 
the  settled  creed  of  that  party,  that  the  great 
work  of  restoring  this  Union  and  putting  down 
this  rebellion  was  to  encounter  the  stern  and 
i  unfaltering  opposition  of  that  party,  I  must 
necessarily  cease  to  be  its  adherent  here  or 


elsewhere.  If  I  supposed  for  a  moment  that 
that  party,  forgetful  of  all  its  past  traditions, 
unmindful  of  all  its  past  professions,  was 
about  to  falter  in  the  high  duty  which  it  owes 
to  the  country  in  this  its  hour  of  peril,  I 
should  feel  that  my  confidence  in  it  had  been 
misplaced,  that  I  had  misunderstood  its  pre- 
cepts, its  teachings,  and  its  principles. 

Mr.  Speaker,   I  am  led  to  this  course  of 
remark  by  some  observations  which  fell  from 
a  colleague  of  mine  [Mr,  Fernando  Wood] 
representing  one  of  the  districts  of  the  city 
of  New  York.     That  gentleman,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  made  yesterday,  declared  among 
other  things  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
a  war  Democrat.     I   do  not  know  whether 
that  remark  was  intended  to   apply  to  the 
attitude  of  individuals  or  of  the  party  at  large 
to-day  in  this  emergency-  or  was  intended  to 
recount  the  history  of  the  party  in  the  past 
or  wa3  desigued  to  reach  over  and  establish 
a  platform  for   party  action   in   the   future. 
But  whether  it  was  the  one  or  the  other,  I 
am  here  to  say  that  there  is,  there  always  has 
bsen,  and  there  will  be  after  that  gentleman 
and  myself  shall  have  passed  from  the  stage 
of  action  and  shall  have  ceased  to  participate 
in  the   affairs   of  this  Government,  such  a 
thing  as  a  war  Democrat.     There  will  be  war 
Democrats  whenever  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try is  in  danger.     Whether  the  blow  is  to  be 
struck  from  without,   or  whether  it  is  to  fall 
upon  us   from  treachery  within,    there   has 
been,  there  will  be,  and  there  ought  to  be 
such  a  party  of  patriotism  as  a  war  Demo- 
cracy.    When  our  national  honor,   our  na- 
tional integrity,  or  our  national  flag  has  been 
assailed  in  all  the  past,  it  has  been  the  boast 
of  the  party  which  has  sustained  the  gentle- 
man who  made  that  remark  that  it  was  always 
on  the  side  of  the  country  and  in  favor  of 
maintaining  its  honor  and  dignity  by  arms 
to  the  extent  of  the  last  dollar   and  the  last 
available  resources  of  the  nation.     Such  I 
believe  to  be  its  position  now.     This  war  has 
not,  in  my  humble  judgment,  been  precipi- 
tated on  this  nation  from  any  misconduct  or 
misconception  of  duty  on  the    part  of  the 
Democratic  party  or    Its  members.      They 
have,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  their 
history,  sustained  their  country's  honor  and 
have  adhered  to  the  Union  by  profession,  by 
precept,  and  by  practice. 


But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  war  is  upon  us.     It 
is  upon  us  in  consequence  (I  suppose  I  am  at 
liberty  to  say  soj  of  the  election  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  who  now  presides  over  the  desti- 
nies of  the  nation,  and  of  the  unwillingness  on 
the  part  of  the  seceding  States  to  accept  him 
as  our  constitutionally  elected  chief  ruler.     Ii 
is  upon  us  in  consequence,  as  I  am  free  to  say 
here,  in  my  humble  judgment,  of  the  unwar- 
rantable act  of  those  who,  unmindful  of  their 
constitutional     obligations,    withdrew     from 
membership  untler  the   Federal   Constitution 
and  defied  the  authority  of  the   Constitution 
and  laws.     It  is  upon  us  in  consequence   of 
unjustifiable,  illegal,  unholy  rebellion;    and 
when  the  fact  became  patent  that  it  was   so 
upon  us,  not  only  the  party  who  are   repre 
sented  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  but  the 
party  that  has  its  representatives  on  this  side 
of  the  House  had  its  duty  to  perform  in  refer- 
ence to  the  war.     The   Government  was  not, 
in  my  judgment,  in  a  position  to  yield  to  the 
exactions  of  rebellion.     It  was  not  well,  in 
my  judgment,  to  surrender  the  integrity  of 
this  Union,  or  to  fill  this  land  with  the  clamor 
that  there  was  no  power  under  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  back  her  rebellious  citizens  to 
obedience.     We  were  to  meet  this  question  as 
be<  ame  those  who  revered  the  Constitution, 
as  became  those  who  had  professed  to  love 
the  Union,  who  under  the  lead  of  the  gallant 
old  hero  of  the  Hermitage  had  declared  thirty 
years  before  that  this  Union  must  and  shall 
be  preserved.     That  was  the  tradition  of  the 
party,  that  was  the  course  to  which  the  party 
had  beew  pledged.     Is  was  the  course  they  did 
pursue,  and  it  is  too  late  to  say  now  that  at 
the  inception  of  this  rebellion,  and  when  it 
was  determined  to  meet  forcible  desertio-i  by 
forcible  opposition,  there  were  no  war  Demo 
cr^ts  in  this  land.     We  have  claimed  from 
that  hour  to  this  that  our  Army  has  been  large- 
ly filled  up  by  war  Democrats,  and  that  every 
call  made  by  the   President  was   largely  and 
gloriously  responded  to    by  the    generous, 
Union  loving  Democracy  of  the  land;  audit 
is  teo  late  to  say  or  insinuate  that  all  men 
who  advocate  the  honest  prosecution  of  this 
war  by  constitutional  means  and  for  constitu- 
tional purposes  have  forfeited  their  allegiance 
to  the  Democratic  party. 

I  believe  this  rebellion  was  in  every  aspect 
of  it  unholy  and  u  aj  ustifiable.  After  it  was  in- 
augurated, an  effort  was  made  by  wise  and 
patriotic  citizens  to  adjust  and  accommodate 
our  national  difficulties.  That  effort  failed, 
and  the  failure  was,  in  my  judgment,  mainly 
the  fault  of  those  who  would  rather  have  war 
than  peace  with  slavery.  Still,  I  believe,  in 
marring  the  good  work  so  patriotically  at- 
tempted, these  ultraists  had  ready  and  willing 
assistance  from  extremists  at  the  South,  who 
preferred  war  rather  than  to  abate  a  particle 
from  their  demands  with  regard  to  slavery 
and  its  extension,  or  to  submit  to  the  rule 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  elect.  Who  wa3  at 
fault  for  the  fact  that  negotiation  did  not 
secure  reunion  cannot  in  any  way  relieve  us 
from  our  terrible  position  or  its  responsibili- 
ties ;  the  effort  tailed ;  the  South  set  our  laws 


at  defiance,  ignored  our  Constitution,  defied 
the  power  of  our  Government,  seized  our  pro- 
pertv,  and  finally  tired  upon  our  fl  ig. 

Tne  question  of  duty  theu  presented  itself, 
and  it  came  home  with  peculiar  interest  to  the 
understanding  and  conscience  of  the  Dem<»- 
cracy  of  the  nation.     More  than  thirty  years 
before,  secession,  with  white  lips  and  chatter- 
ing  teeth,   and  bated   breath,   had   fearfully 
whispered  its    parricidal  purposes.     The  old 
lion  of  the  Hermitage  then  trod  the  quarter- 
deck of  the  ship  of  State  and  governed  and 
guided    its   movements.     Would  to    Heaven 
that  in  his  then  maturity  of  miad,  ma'chless 
judgment,  and  indomitable  will  aud   energy, 
he  could  once  more  take  the  helm.     "Like 
an    eagle  in  a  dove   cote   he'd    flutter   the 
voices"  of  these  malcontents,  and  we  should 
outride  this  storm  and  enter    in  safety   the 
haven  of  Union  and  peace.     But  the  lesson3 
taught  by  General  Jackson  to  treason  at  that 
time  are,  and  ought  to  be,  perpetual  law  with 
the  party  then  supporting  him.     They  were 
hailed  with  delight  by  the  now  living  as  well 
as  those  who   have  since   gone  to  their  ac- 
count.    They   understood   what   the  man   of 
iron  meant  when  he  said,    "  The  Union  must 
aud  shall  be   preserve  1,"  and  they  approved 
the  declaration.     They  knew  and  we   know 
that  the  very  moment  a  citizen  or  a  collection 
of  cit'zens,  however   formidable  in   numbers 
or  influence,  committed  the   overt  net  of  re- 
sistance to  the  F^d-ral  law,  Geuerai  Jackson 
iatend:d  to  hold  them  gu,if.y  of  treason,  and 
if  necessary,  invoke  the  whole  mitisary  power 
of  the  nation  to   bring  them   to  justice   and 
submission.     There  were  war  Democrats  ia 
those  days  ;   and  it  would  have  bsea  a  sorry 
day  for  my  colleague  had  he  been  honored 
with  a  seat  here  at  that  crisis,  if  he  had  stood 
up  to  declare  in  his  place  that  no  Democrat 
would  support  the  President  in  any  attempt 
to  coerce   South   Carolina.      The   duty   that 
Democrats   owed   their    country   then,    they 
owe   it  now.     It  is  due  to  patriotism,    and, 
what  is  a  minor  consideration,  to  party  con- 
sistency, due  to  the  memory  of  their  glorious 
old  leader,  now  sleeping,    H  after  life's  fuful 
fever,"  beneath  the  very  tread  6f  rebellion, 
that  they  should  reiterate  and  keep  every- 
where and  always  his  solemn  oath,  that  "The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved." 

In  choosing  the  part — a  very  humble  a«d 
unimportant  one — which  I  have  taken  in  rela- 
tion to  this  rebellion,  I  have  followed,  as  I 
believe,  as  I  know,  the  traditions  and  teach- 
ings of  the  great  party  which  has  so  long 
administered  our  Government,  and  you  can- 
not wonder,  sir,  that  I  felt  starcled  to  hear 
myself  read  out  of  the  party  for  believing 
with  General  Jackson  that  when  citizens 
defied  the  laws  to  compel  submission  was  our 
obvious  duty.  To  submit  our  differences  to 
the  arbitrament  of  war  wa3  a  dire  necessity ; 
bat  I  have  always  understood  that  our  party 
was  pledged,  even  to  the  extent  of  war,  to 
maintain  the  Uaion  in  its  integrity.  We 
favored  negotiation,  and  believed  in  conces- 
sion and  peaceful  adjustment ;  but  I  think  I 
can  safely  say  that  the  majority  here  North 
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did  not  intend  to  concede  anything,  and  the 
majority  South  did  not  intend  to  accept  any- 
thing short  of  separation.  At  all  events 
negotiation  failed  ;  boil!  parties  armed,  one 
to  tuks  the  South  oat  of  toe  Union  and  the 
other  to  hold  the  Uuion  together.  I  was 
called  upon  to  elect  which  plan  I  would  favor, 
because,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  certainly  true 
that  at  the  stage  of  this  affair  to  which  I  now 
allude  the  choice  was  between  recognition 
an!  war  to  prevent  it.  And  I  cannot  yet 
believe  thai  I  have  forfeited  the  public  con- 
fidence because  I  cannot  assent  to  the  doc- 
trine that  there  is  no  remedy  but  persuasion 
for  treason  and  rebellion. 

Well,  sir,  at  this  juueiuro  weall  chose  our 
parts  in  the  contest  plainly  approaching,  and, 
with  an  unexampled  unanimity,  the  entire 
North  prepared  to  fight  for  the  Uaion.  Even 
my  colleague  [  M.r.  Fernando  Wood]  spoke  fci 
favor  of  armed  resistance,  and  devoted  his 
time  and  talents  and  contributed  his  money 
to  raise  and  equip  a  regiment  to  "  fight  rebel- 
lion down."  Three  years  have  expired,  and 
we  are  again  reviewing  this  question  of  duty. 
I  am  free  to  confess  that  the  policy  of  this  Ad 
minstration  lias  failed  to  satisfy  me.  I  am 
compelled,  but  sorry,  to  declare  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  tho  President  has  treated  and 
disposed  of  certain  questions  of  policy,  collat- 
eral to  and  growing  out  of  the  war,  has  not 
commended  itself  to  me  as  wise  and  states  - 
inanhke.  To  repeat  what  has  been  often  and 
better  said  before,  the  presidential  plan  h  is, 
in  my  judgment,  greatly  disappointed  the  con- 
servative sentiment  of  the  Nortdi,  while  it 
has  concentrated  and  strengthened  tho  pur-* 
poses  of  the  rebellious  South. 

So  Jong  as  the  Executive  proclaimed  that 
submission  to  tho  Constitution  and  laws  was 
all  he  sought,  and  that  submission  should  end 
the  war,  the  South  were  fighting  for  a  shadow, 
and  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  ould  not,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  of 
the  land,  have  kept  up  the  masses  to  their 
support  in  so  aimless  and  fruitless  a  strife  ; 
but  when  we  contemplate  the  present  attitude 
of  the  belligerents,  when  we  compare  what 
the  South  is  compelled  to  fight  for  now  (it  she 
fights  at  all,  J  with  what  she  chose  to  go 
to  war  for  at  first,  no  mm  can  fail  to  dis- 
cover the  magnitude  of  her  present  stake  on 
tho  result,  or  fail  thence  to  conclude  that  her 
desperation  will  be  increased  in  a  correspond^ 
jlng  tone.  Time  would  fail  mo  to  enter  into  a 
critical  analysis  of  the  Administration  war 
policy;  but  can  any  man  doubt  that  the 
changes  it  has  undorgone  from  time  to  time 
have  wrought  a  change  in  the  temper  and 
purposes  of  the  people  and  annie*  opposed  to 
us,  or  that  change  is  unfavorable  to  an  early 
and  peaceful  adjustment  ?  I  hope  I  offir  no 
injury  to  the  cause  of  ray  country  when  i  add 
that  the  Executive  has  not,  in  my  judgment, 
strengthened  the  cause  of  the  Union  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  treated  questions 
which  have  arisen  from  time  to  time  more 
immediately  affecting  our  own  rights  and  in- 
terests as  Union  citizsns  of  the  North. 

I  have  not  and  shall  not  cease  to  protest 


against  the  infractions  of  civil  liberty  whic 
have  b°en  perpetrated  under  the  auspices  of 
the  present  Executive  and  fer  which  war 
DedriSSity  has  bfen  the  uniform  but  in  my 
judgment  insufficient  excuse.  Freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  and  kree  and  unre- 
strained suffrage,  are  just  as  sacred  and  valu- 
able in  war  as  in  peace,  and  that  they  have 
been  ruthlessly  and  repeatedly  invaded  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years,  under  presidential- 
sanction,  is  an  undoubted  fact*  These  drpar- 
tures  from  constitutional  land -marks,  together 
with  the  sweeping  and  radical  change  of  policy 
toward  the  seceding  States  an  4  their  citizens, 
b  jfore  referred  to,  havo  doubtless  caused  some 
men  to  wonder  and  to  doubt  as  to  dufy  in  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs  ;  they  afford  the  ex- 
cuse for  whatever  of  hesitancy  is  to  be  found 
in  the  North  as  to  the  course  proper  to  bs  pur- 
sued in  the  future. 

Again,  grave  men  and  good  patriots  com- 
plain that  the  war  ha3  not  thus  far  been  prose- 
cuted with  the  skill  and  good  judgment  which 
would  have  secured  success.  There  is  no 
instance  to  bo  found  in  the  world's  history 
where  a  generous  people  havo  poured  into 
the  lap  of  Governmea  so  muoh  of  treasure, 
or  placed  at  its  disposal  more  or  braver  mza 
than  this  people  hive  given  to  this  Adminis- 
tration since  the  war  began.  Every  call  ha3 
been  promptly  and  generously  met,  and  it 
certainly  cannot  be  attributed  to  anjr  remiss- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  people  if  the  seceding 
States  have  not  been  reduced  to  submission. 
For  one,  I  am  unwilling  to  concede  that  the 
fault  lies  with  our  soldiers.  They  havo 
fought  bravely,  skillfully,  heroically,  on  every 
field  whero  they1  have  been  tried,  and  oar 
want  of  success  must  not  be  laid  to  their 
charge.  If  the  fault  lies  with  the  Govern- . 
ment,  it  certainly  calls  for  early  correction, 
and  this  brings  me  to  consider  a  second  pro- 
position submitted  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Feb- 
nando  Wood]  in  his  speech  of  yesterday, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  if  this  war  was  to 
continue  he  wanted  to  see  the  present  Ad- 
ministration party  continue  in  power  to  carry 
it  oa  ;  and  in  entering  my  protest  against 
this  proposition  I  shall  define,  in  my  poor 
way,  the  position,  which,  in  my  judgment  the 
Democracy  of  the  nation  should  assume  and 
maintain. 

Speaking  for  myself,  I  protest  against  this 
transfer  of  the  Democracy  to  the  fold  of  Re- 
publicanism. While  I  will  not  despair  of  the 
Republic,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  great  party 
that  has  stood  by  the  nation,  and  undor  Pro- 
vidence saved  it  from  every  danger,  foreign 
and  domestic,  which  has  assailed  it  in  the 
past,  should  turn  away  now,  in  gloom  and  de- 
spair, without  a  fioal  and  united  effort  to  tako 
the  Government  by  the  peaceful  means  of  the 
ballot- box  from  the  hands  that  hold  it,  and 
then  to  enter  upon  the  great  work  of  restoring 
the  Union  and  saving  the  national  honor  and 
integrity. 

If  great  success  should  attend  our  arms  du- 
ring the  approaching  summer  campaign,  suc- 
cess sufficient  to  warrant  the  conclusion  thai, 
the  power  of  the  rebellion   was   broken — and 


Heaven  grant  that  it  may  be  so  t — the  success  | 
of  the  Democratic  party  might  be  less  essen- 
tial to  the  welfare  of  the  nation ;  but  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  with  all  the  means  for  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  now  at  their 
disposal,  wifcli  vast  armies  of  veteran  soldiers, 
commanded  by  our  most  skillful  generals,  the 
Administration  fails  to  make  a  decided  im- 
pression upon  the  enemy  now,  it  seems  scarce- 
ly possible  that  the  popular  judgment  should 
fail  to  discern  the  necessity  of  a  change  of 
rulers.  And  whom  in  this  emergency  will 
the  people  trust ;  to  whom  will  they  confide 
their  armies  and  navies  and  the  great  work  of 
the  salvation  of  the  Government  and  nation  ? 
This  war  will  still  exist.  My  colleague  says, 
'  [  If  the  war  is  to  continue. ' '  It  will  continue. 
Docs  he  or  any  other  reasonable  and  sagacious 
man  believe  that  the  1st  of  November  will 
had  the  war  closed  up  and  peace  in  the  land  ? 
and  if  not,  we  return  to  the  inquiry,  who  will 
the  people  trust  in  such  an  emergency  ? 

I  give  it  as  the  conviction  of  my  j  adgment, 
that  if  the  Democratic  party  shall  place  itself 
upon  the  platform  built  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  indorsed  by  tho  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [  Mr.  Harris  ]  and 
also  as  I  understood  him  by  my  colleague,  we 
shall  have  a  recurrence  of  past  misrule  for  the 
four  years  to  come  and  whatever  of  disaster 
which,  may  accompany  its  infliction. 

That  policy  which  would  withdraw  our 
armies  from  the  field  and  trust  the  work  of 
reunion  to  the  hazard  of  negotiation  alone 
with  a  power  that  has  declared  repeatedly  and 
always  that  we  could  not  name  the  terms  upon 
which  they  would  reunite  with  us,  will  not, 
in  my  judgment,  receive  tho  popular  sanc- 
tion ;  but  will  on  the  other  hand  be  signally 
condemned  in  the  approaching  canvass  if  any 
party  advocating  such  a  policy  arise  and  ask 
for  popular  support.  A  vast  majority  of  this 
people  believe  that  we  can  and  we  ought  to 
put  down  this  rebellion  ;  and  that  having  gone 
almost  t»  the  limit  of  the  nation's  resources 
to  accomplish  it,  there  is  nothing  but  humilia- 
tion in  tho  proposition  that  we  shall  retire 
first  from  the  field  where  so  many  thousands 
of  brave  men  have  fallen  to  secure  what  in 
their  judgment  will  be  lost  forever  by  the 
withdrawal  of  our  armies. 

It  is  still  wise,  it  is  right,  therefore,  for  the 
Democratic  party,  in  my  judgment,  conform- 
ably to  its  past  professions,  consistently  with 
all  its  past  history  and  tradition,  to  continue 
to^Snsist  that  they  who  have  rebelled  against 
this  Government  and  are  seeking  its  destruc 
tion  must  return  to  their  allegiance,  must 
submit  to  the  authority  of  the  Constitution, 
must  lay  down  the  arms  they  have  taken  up 
to  defend  themselves  in  their  position  of  out- 
lawry, and  in  default  of  their  doing  so,  that 
they  shall  be  visited  with  all  the  consequences 
and  punishments  of  overt  treason. 

I  would  not  prosecute  this  war  in  a  spirit  of 
bloodthirstiness,  conquest,  or  extermination. 
Nor  would  I  fail  to  embrace  the  first  opportu 
nity  for  an  honorable  peace,  based  upon  the 
Constitution  as  it  i3  and  the  Union  as  it  was. 
Whatever  may  have  been,  or  may  yet  be, 


the  consequences  of  this  war  upon  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  they  are  upon  the  head  of  the 
party  who  rebelled  for  slavery's  sake.    Mani- 
festly the  rebellion,  whenever  it  ceases,  has 
weakened  if  not  destroyed  that  institution. 
Slavery,  in  the  language  of  tho  rebel  press, 
ha3,  by  going  to  war,   "stabbed  itself  to  the 
heart."     But  with  that,  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  or  in  its  termination,  we  have  nothing 
to  do.     And  this  p°ople  will  never  sanction  a 
war  carried  beyond  the  point  where  a  peace 
can  be  honorably  attained,  with  the  Union, 
well  and  safely  restored,  merely  to  accomplish 
the   purposes  of  abolition   fanaticism,  or  to 
force  any  new  form  of  government  upon  any 
of  the  Statesof  the  Union.     While  standing 
up,  therefore,  to  defend  by  our  arms  our  Gov- 
ernment against  its  treasonable  assailants,  let 
us  be  prepared  to  receive  and  act  upon  the 
first  overtures  which  promise  an  honorable 
peace.     I  confess  that  I  have  as  yet  seen  no 
indications  of  pacific  wishes  or  intents  upon 
the  part  of  the  rebellious  South,  nor  do  I 
anticipate  the   discovery  of  any   such   until 
more  signal  success  shall  attend  our  arms, 
and  their  resources  be  limited  and  impaired. 
When  that  point  is  reached  the  popular  heart 
of  the  suffering  South,  without  regard  to  the 
views  of  ambitious  leaders,  will  rise  up  against 
this  war  and  an  element  be  stirred  which, 
when  dealt  with  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
kindness,  will  bring  our  armies  rest  from  this 
work  of  carnage  and  our  people  a  welcome 
and  joyfuljpeace.   Till  that,  time  comes,  sueing 
or  begging  for  peace  by  ourselves  will  only 
protract  and  prolong  the  period  of  its  attain- 
ment, give  to  the  enemy  false  notions  of  our 
own  spirit  and  powers  and  resources  of  re- 
sistance, and  bolster  his  own  pride  and  arro- 
gance. 

Some  weeks  ago  allusion  was  made  by  my 
colleague  to  a  proposition  for  a  peace  commis- 
sion, then  pending  in  the  rebel  congress,  and 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  it  embraced  an 
offer  of  adjustment  upon  the  basis  of  the  old 
Union  ;  and  in  that  view,  if  I  mistake  not,  he 
was  sustained  by  the  very  able  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox] 

I  did  not  so  read  or  interpret  this  so-called 
peace  proposition.  The  object  of  this  com- 
mission, as  indicated  by  the  resolutions,  was 
to  ascertain — 

1.  Whether  the  United  States  and  the  Con- 
federacy could  agree  upon  the  terms  of  an 
amicable  separation. 

2.  In  case  that  could  be  effected,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  terms  of  a  readjustment  and  re- 
union could  be  agreed  upon  ;  and  if  not, 

3.  To  agree  upon  treaties  offensive,  defen- 
sive, and  commercial . 

I  have  not  these  propositions  as  debated  in 
the  rebel  Congress  before  me,  but  they  were 
substantially  as  quoted,  and  careful  consid- 
eration has  failed  to  disclose  to  my  mind  any- 
thing in  them  but  disunion.  It  is  purely  a*.d 
simply  a  proposition  to  divide  ourselves  into 
two  nations,  and  .establish  convenient  rela- 
tions between  us  incident  only  to  such  a 
state  of  separation  to  be  maintained  ior  all 
the  future;  unless,  perchance,  in  oar  separa- 


tion  we  should  under  some  unaccountable, 
unanticipated  impulse  or  influence,  agree  to 
undo  immediately  what  wo  had  just  done  in 
so  formal  and  solemn  a  manner.  Ami  even 
this  proposition,  so  deceptive,  so  iimuitely 
short  of  anything  which  could  or  would  be 
listened  td  here,  wa3  I  believe  promptly  re- 
jected by  the  rebel  congress,  and  we  may 
thence  infer,  as  has  been  before  stated,  that 
there  is  yet  a  great  change  to  be  wrought  in 
the  public  mind  in  the  rebellious  States  be- 
fore the  peace  opinions  lately  expressed  upon 
this  floor  will  meet  with  any  encouraging  re- 
sponse from  them. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  without  the  pre- 
meditation which  a  subject  of  such  immense 
importance  demands,  given  the  reasons  by 
which  I  have  been  governed  in  my  present 
and  past  position  relative  to  our  national  diffi- 
culties. I  have  also,  yet  upon  no  authority 
but  my  own  judgment,  stated  what  I  believed 
would  be  the  attitude  of  the  Democratio  party 
with  relation  to  the.  war  in  the  approaching 
autumn,  if  the  war  continue,  as  there  is  every 
reason  to  fear  it  will. 

In  that  event  I  suppose  the  sympathies  of 
my  colleague,  in  accordance  with  his  declara- 
tion before  alluded  to,  will  be  with  the  party 
arrayed  against  us.  I  commend  him  to  our 
long-time  political  adversaries  as  a  bold,  skill- 
ful, eloqueut,  and  industrious  worker  and 
leader,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  ability  to 
turn  his  talents  to  excellent  account. 

A  Voice.     We  don't  want  him. 

Mr.  WINFIELD.  You  had  better  accept  in 
thankfulness  what  the  gods  send  you,  without 
being  too  particular  about  the  motives  which 
prompt  the  accession. 

Bafore  concluding  these  discursive  remarks, 
I  intend  a  hasty  review  of  the  course  pursued 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
since  the  commencement  of  this  session  to- 
ward the  Democratic  members  on  this  floor 
and  their  Democratic  constituencies.  Scarce- 
ly a  day  has  passed  since  we  came  together 
that  some  Administration  member  has  not 
charged  us  in  some  phrase  or  other  with  want 
of  patriotism  and  fealty  to  the  Government, 
and  these  charges  have  be3n  preferred  in  terms 
the  most  insolent  and  insulting  that  their  au- 
thors could  possibly  have  selected. 

I  protest  against  sucha  course,  Mr.  Speaker, 
first,  because  of  its  manifest  injustice.  There 
may  be,  there  doubtless  are,  men  in  every 
section  of  the  country,  and  attached  to  every 
party,  who  have  failed  to  discharge  fully  the 
obligations  due  to  their  country's  cause  in  the 
perilous  times  through  which  we  are  passing  ; 
but  I  utterly  deny — and  I  speak  particularly  for 
my  own  Scats*  as  I  feel  no  disposition  or  right 
to  speak  for  others — that  the  Democratic 
party  has  set  its  face  against  our  country  and 
Government  in  the  exigency  which  is  so  sorely 
trying  us.  I  have  mingled  much  in  assem- 
blies and  in  private  circles  where  plans  were 
being  devised  and  consummated  to  aid  in  the 
great  work  of  putting  down  the  rebellion  ; 
have  some  knowledge  of  the  instrumentality 
by  which  soldiers  and  the  money  for  paying 
them   have  been  raised,  and   I  -assert    here 


positively  that,  so  far  as  my  observation  ex. 
tends,  the  Democracy  of  tbe  State  of  New 
York  have  not  stood  back  from  the  discharge 
of  their  duty  in  this  cri3i3,  bat  have  given  to 
the  war  their  full  and  ample  share  of  the  men 
and  money  which  that  State  has  furnished. 
Collectively  the  party  has,  through  its  con- 
ventions, always  declared  for  the  war  to  be 
prosecuted  constitutionally  and  for  constitu- 
tional ends  ;  having  adopted  at  every  State 
convention  held  since  its  commencement  as 
the  State  platform  the  Crittenden  resolution, 
which,  if  I  remember  rightly,  at  a  former  ses- 
sion of  Congress  passed  this  H  mse  unani- 
mously ;  and  now,  if  ouly  the  f  ic  s  have  been 
stated  in  relation  to  our  connection  with  the 
<?reat  question  of  tho  day,  why  is  it  that  gen- 
tlemen arise  in  their  seats  day  after  day  and 
hiss  offensive  epithets  and  unfounded  accusa- 
tions into  our  faces  ?  Such  a  course  can  only 
serve  a  present  party  purpose.  Ic  may  do  a 
work  of  mischief  for  which  a  party  success 
will  be  no  equivalent.  Are  not  gentlemen 
convinced  that  a  large  share  of  the  almost 
unconquerable  hate  which  now  exists  between 
the  belligerent  p-irties  in  this  war  has  beer 
engendered  by  the  same  sort  of  reviling, 
crimination,  and  recrimination  which  arc 
being  dailv  practiced  in  the  Kills  of  Congress 
no*?  We  want  a  united  North,  say  you. 
Shall  we  have  it  in  this  way  ?  Good  men  will 
not  be  driven  to  treason  by  the  abuse  of  irres- 
ponsible persons  ;  but  when  the  weil-nieaning 
and  patriotic  are  told  day  after  day  that  they 
are  traitors,  in  league  with  their  country's 
enemies,  upon  whom  the  arms  of  their  coun- 
try's soldiers  are  to  be  turnsd  when  the 
enemy  in  front  is  subdued,  it  takes  away  that 
heart  for  a  good  cause  so  essential  to  its  suc- 
cessful advocacy  and  supoort. 

And  how,  think  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  all  this 
denunciation  is  operating  upon  the  minds  and 
courage  of  those  in  arms  for  the  rebellion  ? 
If  the  four  or  five  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
who  seem  to  have  this  work  of  defamation 
principally  in  charge  succeed  in  satisfying. 
Jeff.  Davis  and  his  cabinet  and  congress  and 
armies  that  rebellion  has  for  its  sympathizers 
and  supporters  the  entire  Democratic  party 
North,  and  that  its  members  only  seek  a  favor- 
able opportunity  to  declare  and  fight  for  se- 
cession, how  soon,  think  you,  shill  we  find 
evidence  of  that  waning  confidence  in  their 
cause,  that  gloom  and  despair  which  must 
precede  the  surrender  of  their  opposition  to 
the  Government  ?  I  fully  believe,  sir,  the 
blatant  oratory  of  this  session  about  copper- 
head Democracy,  the  unfair  and  ungenerous 
denunciation  of  the  whole  Democratic  party 
which  we  hear  constantly  ringing  through  this 
Hall,  tending  as  they  do  to  revive  the  fading 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  are  doing  more  to  pro- 
long the  war  than  all  the  peace  speeches  which 
have  been  made  since  its  commencement. 

Upon  two  occasions  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  when  measures  having 
in  view  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  welfare 
of  our  soldiery  were  under  discussion,  and 
when  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
were  pledging  themselves  to  support  the  Ad- 
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ministration  in  all  its  efforts  to  raise,  snpply, 
and  render  efficient  armies  to  defend  our  na- 
tionality, wo  have  been  superciliously  told  in 
effect  that  the  gentlemen  over  the  way  had 
that  matter  in  charge,  that  the  elections  hal 
rendered  our  aid  and  support  a  matter  of  no 
consequence,  and  that  we  had  as  well  carry 
out  our  mission  of  opposition  to  the  end. 

Let  mo  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Davis]  and  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kelley]  that  however  large 
a  space  they  may  fill  in  the  public  estimation, 
however  important  tho  "mission"  in  which 
thev  may  be  engaged,  neither  of  them  is  of 
sufficient  influence  or  consequence  to  justify 
his  coming  between  the  humblest  member  on 
this  floor  and  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  Mis- 
sion |  Sir,  we  were  all  sent  here  on  the  same 
mission — to  legislate  honestly  and  wisely,  as 
we  know  how,  for  the  good  of  our  country 
and  to  save  her  from  ruin,  so  far  as  our  official 
action  could  induce  such  result.  And  al- 
though we  may  differ  as  to  the  details  of  leg- 
islation, what  power  is  there  that  authorizes 
the  member  from  Maryland  or  the  member 
*  from  Pennsylvania  to  elbow  any  Representa- 
tive here  from  his  place  at  this  council-board 
of  the  nation  with  the  declaration,  "This  is 
our  business,  and  you  have  neither  part  nor 
lot  in  it  ?"  Who  established  them  censors  of 
other  men's  conduct  or  opinions,  with  the 
power  of  saying  who  shall  and  who  shall  not 
discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  his 
oath  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience 
and  his  judgment?  Sir,  this  is  neither  the 
time  nor  the  place  for  this  affectation  of  su- 
periority. Conceding  to  *  the  gentlemen  re- 
ferred to  all  that  they  can  reasonably  claim  on 
the  score  of  talent  and  experience,  they  "feed 
on  no  such  meat"  as  enables  them  to  "get 
the  start  of  this  majestic  world,  and  bear  the 
palm  alone."  Oar  places  here  are  held  by  at 
least  as  perfect  a  tenure  as  theirs;  our  re- 
sponsibilities are  as  sacred,  and  as  we  have 
no  particular  account  to  render  to  them  we 
protest  against  the  legislative  snobbery  and 
effrontery  which  prompts  this  twaddle  about 
what  they  will  or  will  not  allow  us  to  do. 

While  I  have  the  greatest  admiration  for  the 
talent  and  ability  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and  have  been  a  delighted  listener  to 
several  of  his  confessedly  great  logical  and 
oratorical  efforts  on  this  floor,  there  is  still 
another  course  of  remark  which  he  has  on 
two.  several  occasions  indulged  in  here, 
against  which,  as  one  of  the  Representatives 
of  New  York,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  protest.  I 
allude  to  the  unfounded  and  ungenerous  im- 
putations against  the  patriotism  of  the  Exe- 
cutive of  our  State,  and  the  specious  effort  to 
connect  him,  as  aider  and  abettor,  with  the 
recent  conscription  riots  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  may  serve  a  partisan  purpose  just  at 
this  time  to  revile  and  vilify  Governor  Sey- 
mour;  but  I  greatly  overestimate  his  rare 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  and  the  many  and 
important  services  he  has  rendered  his  State 
and  country,  if  his  memory  is  not  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  by  a  just  and  generous 
people  long  after  his  enemies  and  persecutors 


shall  have  passed  off  the  stage  and  been  for- 
gotten.    I  have  watched  with  no  common  in- 
terest his  career  as  a  public  man,   have  some 
knowledge  of  his  views  and  feelings  with  ref- 
erence to  this   rebellion  and  the  manner  of 
treating  it,  and  all  that  I  have  seen  and  know 
of  him  fully  authorizes  the  assertion  which  I 
here  make,  that  there  is  not  in  public  or  pri- 
vate life  a  sincerer  patriot,  or  one  who  is  pre- 
pared to  go  further  or  make  greater  sacrifices 
to  subdue  and  bring  back  to  constitutional 
obedience  our  domestic  enemy,  and  to  restore 
the  Union  to  its  ancient  integrity.     In  the 
splendid  efforts  he  made  before  the  people 
pending  his  election,  and  particularly  in   his 
memorable  .Brooklyn    speech,    he    declared 
boldly  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  to 
restore  the  rightful  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  certainly  know  of  no   occasion, 
since  his  election  where  he  has  been  found 
wanting  in  prompt  and  generous  co-operation 
with  the  Federal  Government  in  times  of  pe- 
culiar danger  and  alarm  to  secure  such  a  re- 
sult.    His  promptness  and  energy    on    the 
occasion  of  the  raid  last  summer  by  General 
Lee  and  his  army  into  Maryland  and  Pennsyl- 
vania will  long  be  remembered  by  all  whose 
natures   are   capable  of  gratitude,    and  will 
pass  from  the  memory  of  such  only  as  are 
incapable  of  doing  justice  to  a  political  adver- 
sary.    When  called  upon  by  the  Executive, 
at  that  hour  of  gloom  and  peril,  for  aid  in  re- 
pelling an  invasion  so  threatening  to  the  Union 
cause  and  to  the  safety  of  our  sister  State,  he 
responded  with  a  promptness  and  energy  and 
with  such  success  as  finds  no  parallel  in  the 
individual  history  of  any  man,  either  soldier 
or  civilian,  who  has  been  connected,  with  this 
war.    His  preparations  were  far  in  advance 
even  of  Pennsylvania  herself,  and  iu  an  in- 
credibly short  space  of  time   fourteen  regij 
ments  of  troops,  as  good  and  as  brave  as  ever 
faced  a  foe,  were  sent,  fully  armed  and  mu- 
nitioned, to  confront  the  advancing  enemy,  to 
save  the   beautiful  valleys  of  Pennsylvania 
from   pillage,  her  towns    from    destruction, 
and  her  citizens  from  slaughter.     If  I  remem- 
ber rightly,  his  prompt  and  patriotic  response 
to  the  call  of  the  Government  on  that  occa- 
sion elicited  the  thanks  both  of  the  Executive 
and  Secretary  of  War,  and  so  highly  did  the 
latter  official  appreciate  his  noble  and  gener- 
ous, efforts  that  he  extended  to  him  a  pledge 
of  future  personal  friendship. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  President's  recent 
call  for  additional  troops  Governor  Seymour 
was  the  first  of  all  the  State-  Executives  to 
urge  a  prompt  response  to  the  call,  and  his 
eloquent  appeal  has  greatly  aided  in  enabling 
New  York  to  send  her  full  quota  to  the  field 
under  every  call  thus  far  made,  as  she  will 
certainly  do. 

I  have  never  known  where  or  upon  what 
unfounded  pretense  originated  the  idea  that 
Governor  Seymour  was  in  the  smallest  degree 
responsible  for  the  murderous  conscription 
riot  iu  New  York.  *  The  charge  which  is  made, 
with  no  proof  to  sustain  it,  needs  only  a  flat 
denial.  And  I  here  assert  that  no  act  or  ut- 
terance of  his,  then  or  ever,  incited  man  or 


mob  to  riot  or  resistance  to  lawful  authority. 
QuotiDg  from  the  Governor's  speech  at  the 
city  hail,  and  drawing  from  the  elegant  litera- 
ture found  in  "the  New  Gospel  of  Peace," 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  speaks  of  "Gov- 
ernor Seymour's  friends,  the  Pahdees."  The 
impression  e ought  to  be  mttde  is,  doubtless, 
that  upon  the  occasion  referred  to  Governor 
Seymour  addressed  the  excited  mob  in  terms 
of  friendly  encouragement  rather  than  in 
language  of  defiant  power  and  authority.  It 
vail  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  speech,  in  ques- 
tion was  made  at  an  hour  of  the  day  when  the 
up  town  residents  of  New  York,  embracing 
thousands  of  its  worthiest  business  men, 
were  passing  down  to  their  places  of  business, 
and  these  bad  surrounded  their  friend  and 
favorite,  intensely  anxious  to  know  what  be 
proposed  in  that  hour  of  extreme  danger. 
Why  should  he  not  address  them  as  his 
friends  ?  Such  they  were,  and  had  recently 
proved  their  friendship  in  a  way  that  filled 
his  generous  heart  with  tenderest  emotions 
as  he  stood  among  them  once  more  to  take 
counsel  for  the  public  safety. 

I  deny  that  upon  that  occasion  "he  paltered 
in  a  double  sense"  with  riot  and  crime.  He 
asserted  firmly  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and 
declared  firmly  his  intention  to  enforce  it; 
and,  unsupported  a3  he  was  by  military  power, 
0'or  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  had 
stripped  his  own  State  almost  entirely  bare  of 
soldiers  in  aid  of  Pennsylvania  J  he  went  as 
far  as  any  man  living  would  have  gone  in 
defying  and  threatening  the  desperate  men 
he  had  to  deal  with. 

The  Representatives  on  this  floor  from  the 
city  and  State  of  New  York  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  why  riots  and  rioters  in  New  York  should 
become  the  so  frequent  subject  of  animadver- 
sion by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  There 
areplaces  under  the  sun  where  riots  are  quite 
as  frequent  and  bloody  and  irrepressible  as  in 
New  Yoik.  If  the  gentleman  will  recur  to  the 
last  twenty  years'  history  of  his  own  city,  he 
will  find  that  mobs  and  their  cruej  and  bloody 
orgies  have  been  an  almost  yearly  disgrace  to 
her  historic  annals  ;  lawless  violence  has  there 
become  an  almost  chronic  disorder,  and  or- 
ganizations of  "Plug  Uglies"  and  "Dead 
Kabbits"  are  almost  a  Baltimorean  institution. 
It  recurs  to  me  now  that  at  the  outbreak  of 
thi3  civil  war,  when  Massachusetts  had  sent 
her  brave*  sons  to  protect  the  capital,  after 
they  had  been  warmly  and  generously  wel- 
comed in  every  city  and  town  through  which 
they  had  passed,  they  were  assailed,  beaten, 
maimed,  wounded,  and  some  of  them  killed 
in  the  streets  of  the  gentleman's  own  city  by 
a  mob  of  traitors,  lacking  patriotism  to  fight 
for  their  country  and  too  cowardly  to  take  up 
arms  against  her ;  and  it  is  a  fact  worth  re- 
membering, that  before  the  work  of  shedding 
of  blood  commenced,  on  occasion  of  the  late 
riot  in  New  York,  the  proportions  of  the  mob 
had  been  largely  increased  by  accessions  from 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  brought 
there  by  their  last  for  plunder  and  natural 
appetite  for  blood ;  and  it  is  said  that  ameng 
those  subsequently  slain  by  the  officers  of  the 


law  were  found  some  who  had  been  trained 
for  the  lives  they  led  and  fitted  for  the  deaths 
they  died  in  Baltimore  city.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  accept  the  suggestion  in  the  same 
kind  spirit  which  prompts  it,  I  would  advise 
him  to  stretch  his  reforming  hand  over  his 
own  city  before  coming  to  New  York  to  preach 
"peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men." 
Before  yielding  the  floor  I  desire  to  notice 
briefly  the  course  of  remark  indulged  in  a  few 
days  ago  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Schenck,]  pending  a  proposition  originating 
on  this  side  of  the  House  to  increase  the  pay 
of  our  brave  soldiers.  By  good  management 
or  sharp  practice  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitteo  on  Military  Affairs  managed  to  secure 
the  floor  on  this  resolution,  and  thus  to  get 
control  of  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. This  enabled  him  to  arraign,  accuse, 
and  abuse  this  side  of  the  House  without 
stint  and  with  perfect  impunity;  and,  re- 
fusing to  give  way  for  explanation  or  denial, 
he  availed  himself  fully  of  his  secure  perch  to 
shower  down  upon  the  heads  of  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  the  grossest  charges 
of  insincerity  in  their  professions  of  friend- 
ship for  the  soldier  and  demagogueism  in 
their  efforts  to  increase  his  pay.  The  only 
true  friends  of  the  army  were  modestly  claimed 
to  be  those  seated  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Hall,  while  we  on  this  side  were  stigmatized 
as  "sham,"  "professed,"  and  "pretended" 
friends,  and  finally  told,  in  effect,  that  this 
matter  of  doing  justice  to  the  soldier  was 
under  grave  consideration  in  the  Military 
Committee,  and  it  was  no  part  of  our  business 
to  be  harping  upon  it  or  urging  it  up  in  the 
House. 

Now,  sir,  speaking  for  myself,  I  shall  allow 
no  man,  however  important  may  be  the  posi- 
tion he  occupies,    or  however  exalted   his 
talents  or  influence,  to  impugn  or  question 
the  sincerity  of  my  friendship  for  the  soldiers 
who  are  fighting  our   battles  and  shedding 
their  blood  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union 
without  meeting  his  unjust  and  most  false 
accusation  with  an  indignant  denial.     If,  any- 
where in  this  land,  thero  can  be  found  a  class 
of  citizens  deserving  the  deep  reverence  and 
perpetual  gratitude  of  us  all,  it  is  the  brave 
men  who  have  rallied,  with  such  alacrity, 
around  our  insulted  flag,   and   braved   the 
dangers  of  this  bloody  and  destructive  war. 
Better  soldiers,  with  the  same  experience,  the 
world  never  saw,  and  ingratitude  is  no  name 
for  the  sin  of  him  who  withholds  from  them 
that  reverential  regard  their  many  sacrifices 
for  us  merit  at  our  hands.     But  the  soldier 
cannot  live  and  support  his  family  on  praise 
and  gratitude  alone.     Considering  the  depre- 
ciation of  our  currency,  and  the  increase  in 
the  price  of  every  necessary  of  life,  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  have  felt,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  that  an  early 
movement  should  be  made  to  increase  the 
soldier's  pay.     So  clear  was  our  sense  of  the 
propriety  of  such  a  step,  that  we  even  dared 
to  move  in  the  matter  without  waiting  to  ask 
leave  to  do  so  of  the  Military  Committee; 
and  this  act  of  indiscretion  has  brought  upoxj 
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our  devoted  heads  the  ire  of  the  formidable 
chairman  of  that  committee. 

Now,  I  propose  to  examine  in  reference  to 
this  very  question  of  increase  of  pay  whether 
all  sincere  friendship  for  the  soldier  is  found 
with  the  gentleman  fronjOhio  and  his  friends. 
That  gentleman  knew  long  before  he  took  his 
seat  upon  this  floor  that  the  soldier's  pay  of 
thirteen  dollars  per  month  was  grossly  inade- 
quate to  his  support  and  that  of  his  family, 
and  that  every  month  that  he  receives  only 
such  compensation  his*  family  either  suffers 
for  the  necessaries  of  life  or  is  dependtent  up- 
on the  world's  cold  charity  ;  yet  nearly  five 
months  of  this  session  have  been  allowed  to 
pass  by  the  chairman  and  his  committee, 
and  while  a  vast  deal  of  legislation  upon  other 
subjects  has  originated  with  that  committee, 
has  been  perfected  and  passed  through  this 
House,  no  movement  that  the  outer  world 
knows  of  has  been  made  in  behalf  of  the 
soldier,  and  when  resolutions  providing  him 
tardy  justic3  are  offered  on  the  floor,  resolu- 
tions so  clearly  right  in  themselves  that  they 
could  be  and  should  be  passed  at  once,  they 
are  voted  to  the  Military  Committee  by  those 
who,  lacking  the  courage  to  kill  them  openly 
on  the  floor,  send  them  there  for  perpetual 
imprisonment  or  secret  assassination. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  pleased  to 
inform  us  for  the  first  time,  in  his  speech  the 
other  day,  that  his  committee  had  under  con- 
sideration the  question  of  increasing  soldiers' 
pay,  and  that  to  that  end  a  bill  would  some 
day  be  reported ;  but  he  also  said  they  wanted 
to  see  how  liberally  this  side  of  the  House 
would  vote  taxes  to  meet  the  increased  bur- 
dens upon  the  Treasury  before  they  brought 
forward  their  measure  of  relief.  Sir,  that 
pretext  for  delay  will  hardly  serve  the  gentle- 
man's purpose.  He  will  not,  at  all  events, 
deny  his  confidence  in  the  justice  and  patri- 
otism of  his  own  side  of  the  House,  and  he 
knew  that  their  clear  working  majority,  both 
in  the  Senate  and  here,  insured  just  such 
tax  legislation  as  might  be  made  necessary 
by  any  increase  of  soldiers'  pay  Congress 
shoald  vote.  But,  sir,  the  question  of  sol- 
diers' pay  was  not  a  question  of  the  sufficiency 
of  the  revenue.  In  the  face  of  his  just  de- 
mands and  his  distressing  necessities,  we 
could  not  and  ought  not,  plead  the  poverty 
of  the  Government.  This  was  the  last  point 
at  which  retrenchment  should  have  been 
tried  ;  to  attempt  it  elsewhere  might  have 
been  injudicious ;  here  it  was  cruel;  and  al- 
though our  brave  heroes  will  go  on  and  do 
their  duty  like  true  men,  yet  many  a  shudder 
will  they  give  at  the  reflection  that  famine's 
wolf  may  be  prowling  at  their  doors  at  home. 

Reverting  to  this  charge,  made  without 
cause  and  in  a  spirit  of  such  gross  injustice, 
of  unfriendliness  to  the  soldier  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  I  add  that  it  is  impossible  and  un- 
natural that  we  should  cherish  toward  him 


the  sentiments  attributed  to  us.  My  own  dis- 
trict, sir,  has  sent  five  thousand  men  to  this 
war.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  number,  but 
what  I  have  named  is  an  approximation  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  of  these  remarks.  They 
have  gone  off  singly,  in.,squads,  with  batteries, 
by  companies,  an$  by  regiments.  They  were 
collected  from  every  town  and  hamlet  of  the 
district ;  hundreds  of  them  were  my  warmest 
and  most  intimate  friends  ;  they  were  going 
to  serve  in  a  cause  which  I  believed  a  just  and 
righteous  one  ;  they  were  making  great  sacri- 
fices and  braving  extremest  dangers  that  our 
Government  might  be  saved  from  destruction. 
Is  there  a  man  who  deserves  the  name  of  such 
whose  heart  would  not  have  yearned  toward 
them  with  affectionate  admiration?  I  have 
watched  their  career  with  mingled  emotions 
of  anxiety,  pride,  and  sorrow.  They  were  un- 
tried and  unpracticed  in  scenes  of  blood ;  and 
as  men  have  sometimes  faltered  while  passing 
through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  battle,  we  were  not 
without  anxiety  for  our  friends  until  we  knew 
they  had  been  tried,  and  then  our  hearts  swell- 
ed with  emotions  of  just  and  honest  pride  that 
every  man  had  faced  danger  and  death  like  a 
hero,  and  no  coward  was  found  among  them 
all:  I  know  of  no  battle  field  of  this  war 
where  the  sons  of  Orange  and  Sullivan  have 
not  fought  and  where  some  of  them  have  not 
fallen,  sealing  in  blood  their  devotion  to  the 
cause  in  which  they  had  enlisted.  "  The 
archangel's  trump, ^not  glory's,  shall  awake 
them,"  but 

"  "When  spring  returns,  with  fingers  cold, 
To  deck  with  flowers  their  hallowed  mold, 
She  then  shall  deck  a  sweeter  sod 
Than  fancy's  feet  have  ever  trod." 

Eor  those  of  them  who  shall  survive  this 
war  there  is  in  store  as  warm  a  welcome  home 
as  ever  awaited  a  soldier's  return.  We  know 
how  they  have  fought ;  we  know  that  for  not 
one  instant  have  they  faltered  in  the  dis- 
charge of  perilous  duties ;  and  we  of  the 
localities  from  whence  they  have  gone  feel 
honored  by  their  noblo  bravery.  We  shall 
watch  their  career  till  its  close  with  affection- 
tionate  solicitude ;  and  when  they  come  back, 
who  are  spared  to  do  so,  they  shall  be  clasped 
to  warm  and  grateful  hearts. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not  my  purpose  in  get- 
ting the  floor  to  enter  into  an  extended  dis- 
cussion of  the  particular  subject  before  the 
House.  I  had,  however,  intended  tQ  present 
one  or  two  points  which  were,  in  my  judg- 
ment, pertinent  to  the  issue,  and  which  had 
not  been  alluded  to  ;  but  for  that,  even,  there 
is  not  now  the  time  left  to  me  ;  and  I  shall 
content  myself  with  saying  that  while  I  dis- 
sent entirely  from  the  tone,  sentiment,  and 
substance  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Long,]  I  cannot  discover  in  his  case 
such  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House 
as  gives  me  the  constitutional  right  to  vote 
for  his  expulsion. 


